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LIBRARY SERVICE IN WISCONSIN 


Frequently, after the Library Commission has reached some rural com- 
munity with library service, we are confronted with the fact that our ser- 


vices have been needed for sometime and would have been called for if 


the citizens had fully understood the Library Commission, its traveling 


libraries, its study groups and outlines, and the assistance which it renders 
in establishing small libraries. It was the evident intent of the legislators 
who made the library laws of the state that it should be possible for every 
book hungry individual in the state to obtain good reading matter whether 
he be in city, village, or country, whether rich or poor, young or old, stu- 
dent, professional man, business man, or laborer. We are in this issue 
publishing under the title, ‘‘The Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
What it Does,’”’ a statement of our library activities. We hope this article 
will come to the attention of the general public. We would be glad, indeed, 
if the librarians of the state would secure its publication in local news- 


papers. j 
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, Some hold it unwise to 
Library z 
editionof invoke any petty money 
mewepaper® waking devices in order 
to gain funds for library mainte- 
wance. Such persons properly hold 
that the library is not an object of 
charity, that it is entitled to ample 
support from public funds, and that 
suppers and dances are beneath the 
dignity of a public educational insti- 
tution such as is the library. But 
when the library board of Prairie du 
Chien issued a special library edi- 
tion of the Courier, a full account 
of which is given in this issue, it did 
something more than earn four hun- 
dred dollars for the library. Every 
business man who advertised (and 
we are informed not one refused) 
became a conscious and voluntary 
supporter of the library. Every one 
of the scores of the high school stu- 
dents who sold the papers felt that 
the library became his in a new 
sense. Everyone who subscribed to 
the library fund under the inspira- 
tion of the interest created assumed 
responsibility for the continued ex- 
istence of the library. Every min- 
ister or teacher who spoke of the 
project thereby indorsed the library 
as a moral and educational institu- 
tion. Everyone who wrote a letter 
or article for this special edition, 
everyone who bought a paper, in 
fact every person in the entire city 
had the existence of the library, its 
use and its needs, forced upon his at- 
tention and became to a degree at 
least enlisted as an adherent and 
booster. The account of the venture 
is worth reading and the possibility 
of duplication elsewhere is worth 
considering. 
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Postal The Hon. Joseph P. 
library for Tracy of Lethbridge, Al- 
Canada berta, Canada, has a sys- 
tem by which at one stroke all the 
public libraries and the librarians of 
Canada are to be rendered unneces- 
sary and abolished, the work which 
they are doing to be done by mail 
through the postal library. Possibly 
the most interesting sentence in his 
announcement, extracts from which 
we print elsewhere, is the statement 
‘‘There will be no waste of time in 
conversation’’ (between the libra- 
rian and the patron). We see no 
reason why this Canadian theory 
should not be applied to the schools 
in which there is of course much 
‘‘waste of time in conversation’’ be- 
tween teachers and pupils. All that 
would be needed to run a kindergar- 
ten department or a Montessori 
school, for example, would be to 
mail to the children themselves in 
their homes the blocks and other 
equipment to be used. Likewise cor- 
respondence schools could supplant 
the colleges and universities which 
have heretofore failed to realize that 
in the personal contact between in- 
structor and instructed there is 
nothing but much ‘‘waste of time 
in conversation.’’ In a Lethbridge 
paper, a clipping of which is before 
us, Mr. Tracy is quoted as saying 
that the matter is to be discussed at 
the A. L. A. meeting in Washing- 
ton, ‘‘and in my opinion we will 
have to step lively or the Yankees 
will beat us to it.’’ After all is said, 
however, we are interested because 
we have found a man who is not 
afraid to suggest something entirely 
new. And why are there not in his 


. 
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proposed plan large possibilities for 
service to rural communities with- 
out access to public libraries? 


A new circular is be- 
Study club ing issued on the study 
libraries ji r . “ 
libraries furnished by the 
Book Selection and Study Club De- 
partment of the Commission. It 
will be sent shortly to all librarians 
in towns where there are known to 
be organized study clubs, in order 
that the librarian may be able to 
give inquiring club members exact 
information. The circular contains 
suggestions to clubs, the conditions 
on which libraries are furnished for 
the year’s work, and a list of sub- 
jects on which there are books and 
outlines at the present time. Libra- 
rians may also borrow from this col- 
lection, which is rapidly growing, 
books or pamphlet material of which 
they are in need so far as the de- 
partment is able to supply it. 


rr On another page of the 
documents Bulletin is a more detail- 
. ed statement of the new 
avenue provided by the last legis- 
lature through which the Commis- 
sion may assist the public libraries 
in obtaining public documents suit- 
able for their use. We can have 
these publications sent to the libra- 
ries, but any effective results from 
this work must depend upon the li- 
brarians. Read our notes as to the 
contents of the documents sent, ex- 


amine them when they come, and 


learn what is in them of use to you. 
Let your patrons know you have 
them. The Commission will gladly 
be of further assistance to individ- 
ual libraries by advising as to state 
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publications available for special 
needs and by suggesting sources for 
particular kinds of information in 
documents of the state, 


o This Commission has 
pen to . ‘ 
country always believed that city 
readere libraries should be open- 
ed to patrons from the surrounding 
country. Civie associations, com- 
mercial clubs, and all other organi- 
zations seeking to advance the inter- 
ests of the municipalities, now gen- 
erally recognize that there is an 
absolute identity between the city 
and country districts tributary te 
it. Anything which advances intel- 
ligence and prosperity in the coun- 
try will advance the interests of the 
city. Moreover it pays from a busi- 
ness standpoint to bind the residents 
of the rural community as closely as 
possible to the city. Practically all 
the progressive public libraries in 
Wisconsin extend their privileges 
to the people of the surrounding 
country free of charge. We know 
of only one exception. The latest 
to join this list is the publie library 
at Columbus which has recently op- 
ened its doors to the residents of the 
community. 


The one purpose back 
Weneed of the publication of the 
~ Wisconsin Library Bulle- 
tin is a desire to help Wisconsin 
librarians run thoroughly effective 
public libraries. We cannot always 
know what our librarians need. 
Much that is published in the 
Bulletin no doubt misses the mark. 
Much that would be very helpful is 
omitted because no one has called 
our attention to it. We make a 
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stroug appeal to Wisconsin libra- 
rians to send in criticisms of the Bul- 
letin. These criticisms may be either 
of things which have appeared or 
which have not appeared. Will the 
librarians of the state not suggest 
some way in which we can be more 
helpful? Upon what subjects do you 
need help? What problems ought 
to be discussed? Upon what topies 
do you need booklists? What criti- 
cisms have you of the Bulletin? How 
could it be changed and be made bet- 
ter? Do not be afraid to say what 
you think. 


The Wisconsin Library 

‘Round the Bulleti : ine t 
Circle ulletin is anxious to 
bring to its readers the 

library news generally and particu- 
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larly library news relative to Wis- 
consin libraries and librarians. It is 
impossible for us, even with the help 
of field workers, to keep entirely in- 
formed as to developments through- 
out the state. The Commission 
would be glad to receive every ‘item 


of news of interest to the library’ 


publie. 


a This year the A. L. A. 
Washing- meeting will be held at 
oo Washington, D. C.,, May 
25-29. The plan is to arrange the 
program so that attending librarians 
may have opportunity of seeing 
much of Washington and its many 
interesting features. The detailed 
program, however, has not yet been 
announced. 





THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


What it Does 


It is a matter of some interest that 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion is under the law engaged in a 
greater number of activities than 
any of the other thirty-seven library 
commissions in the country. It is the 
only one which is the administrative 
body in control of a legislative ref- 
erence department. It is also the 
only library commission which con- 
ducts a library school. The legisla- 
tors who enacted the library law of 
Wisconsin evidently did so upon the 
theory that there was much in books 
that would help the average citizen 
in his work and life. So the library 
commission was created for the pur- 
pose of putting within the reach of 


every individual in the state the . 


books which would be of value to 
him, 

These are the things which the li- 
brary commission does: 

1. It helps establish, organize and 
maintain public libraries. If a town 
is large enough to support a public 
library, the Commission begins by 
furnishing a traveling library which 
costs the locality nothing. Then it 
sends speakers, puts articles in the 
paper, writes letters, and does 
everything in its power to explain 
why a library will help the town 
and to line up the citizens behind 4 
movement for a public library. It 
advises and counsels; it furnishes 














April, 1914] 


lists of books to be bought and tells 
how to buy them; it sends workers 
to help catalog the books and or- 
ganize the library. When the town 
is ready for a new building, it makes 
suggestions as to plans, shows pic- 
tures of buildings elsewhere, meets 
with the library board and gives 
counsel and advice. If an applica- 
tion is to be made for a Carnegie 
gift, the details are often arranged 
by the Commission. No matter how 
large or how old a library is, the 
Commission keeps in touch with it, 
visits it periodically, sees that it is 
kept up to date, sends speakers to 
arouse interest, publishes lists of 
new books and material on new sub- 
jects, and assists in every way in 
making it an effective, aggressive, 
moral, social, educational, and util- 
itarian force in the community. 
During the biennial period the Com- 
mission workers make about five 
hundred visits to libraries in the 
state, each visit extending from a 
few hours to several days. 

2. It loans books in rural com- 
munities and where there are no 
public libraries. During the last 
two years, the Commission sent out 
2,151 boxes of books to communities 
where without them there would be 
little or nothing to read. These 
traveling libraries are small collec- 
tions of books which are sent in 
stout, hinged boxes by the state 
from one community to another. 
They circulate free of charge except 
the cost of transportation. The li- 
braries are made up of the best pop- 
ular books for adults and children, 
in fiction, history, travel, biography, 
science and literature. They are in- 
tended for farming communities and 
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- small villages not enjoying public 


library privileges. In some places 
these books are sadly needed. For 
example the Commission investi- 
gated one town containing one hun- 
dred and fifty square miles in which 
no adult had read a single book dur- 
ing the year because there were no 
attractive readable books to be had. 

The traveling library should be 
kept in the most centrally located 
and most easily accessible place 
that can be found. The local post- 
office is usually the best place, but 
it may be placed in the general 
store, or a private residence, and 
should if possible be accessible con- 
tinuously or at frequent intervals. 
The Commission sends books, mag- 
azines and papers to lumbering 
camps. Here too the book hunger 
is intense, the men often being 
forced to sit and stare at bare walls 
because there is not even a newspa- 
per to read. The Commission in 
various ways reached seventy-five 
camps the past winter with reading 
matter. 

The Commission also sends out 
books printed in German for the 
good old German citizen who is too 
old to learn to read English ; it sends 
Bohemian books for the Bohemian, 
Norwegian books for the Norwegian, 
Swedish books for the Swede, Polish 
books for the Polack, and Yiddish 
books for the good citizen who can 
read no other language. It also 
sends out special groups of books on 
special topics such as dairying, po- 
tato raising, or farm buildings. 

3. It provides opportunity for the 
education of those who cannot go to 
school. Only a minority of the peo- 
ple in the state have the leisure to 
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attend school. The majority must 
stay at home and work. Wherever 
there is a group of men, women, 
boys or girls who are willing to 
study any subject the Commission 
supplies a box of books upon the 
subject selected accompanied by an 
outline and by suggestions for the 
eonduct of the work. A _ leaflet 
giving the various subjects which 
may be studied will be sent upon 
application. This same _ depart- 
ment also continually sends out 
through the Library Bulletin, and 
otherwise, lists of the best recent 
books, and lists of the best books 
upon various subjects of current in- 
terest. 

4. It trains librarians for public 
libraries. Because there are not 
enough well trained librarians in the 
state of Wisconsin, the Library Com- 
mission eight years ago established a 
library school to train librarians who 
might take charge of Wisconsin li- 
braries. This school ‘is now one of the 
leading library schools in the coun- 
try. In its instruction it tends to- 
ward the practical rather than the 
theoretical. The instructors first 
show the students how to do things 
and then take them out to do these 
things in Wisconsin libraries, 4n 
Wisconsin towns, with Wisconsin 
people. So it occurs that while 
learning to work they do work for 
Wisconsin libraries which it would 
cost the libraries of the state thous- 
ands of dollars to have done by 
others. The school has grown so that 
the legislature of 1909 suggested 
that the university ought to codper- 
ate by appropriating funds to assist 
im running it. This the university 
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now does, although the school is still 
under the control of the library 
commission. 

The school has graduated 173 li- 
brarians; of this number fourteen 
have married, twelve are at home or 
for some reason do not desire a posi- 
tion, while one hundred forty-seven 
are in service as librarians. 

The school also holds a sum- 
mer session of six weeks. This 
session is primarily to help the libra- 
rians from the smaller Wisconsin 
towns whose salaries are not large 
enough to enable them to attend the 
full professional course. 

5. It trains men and . women 
for special public service. There 
has been a very definite demand 
for library workers who were 
capable of conducting municipal and 
legislative reference libraries and 
thus assisting municipal and state 
officials in the discharge of their du- 
ties by collecting the material need- 
ed by these officials in their work. 
This department has now four men 
and three women who are being 
trained to go into this field of work. 

6. It helps legislators legislate. 
The legislative reference library is 
administered by the Free Library 
Commission. In it you ean find all 
that you ean find collected any- 
where on law making subjects and 
much that ean not be found else- 
where. This department has helped 
the lawmakers of Wisconsin to un- 
derstand and to frame such meas- 
ures as the railroad commission law, 
the public utilities act, the work- 
men’s compensation law, the corrupt 
practice measures, and the indus- 
trial education law. The depart- 
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ment, of course, puts into form not 
its own ideas but the ideas of the 
legislator. Back of each bill draft- 
ed is the written request of a mem- 
ber of the legislature, containing 
definite directions and duly signed. 
No draftsman is permitted to draw 
a bill without such a written request. 

7. It prepares and issues publi- 
cations of value. 

(1) The Wisconsin Library Bulle- 
tin. A monthly periodical 
is issued by the commission 
as an economical way of 
communicating with the li- 
braries and library officials 
of the state. 

(2) Book lists. To inform libra- 
rians as to the material 
which should be placed in 
their libraries, the commis- 
sion issues from time to 
time various carefully se- 
leeted lists. Among these 
are the following: 

a. Suggestive list of children’s 
books. A carefully compiled annotat- 
ed list of about 500 titles, compiled 
by Helen T. Kennedy of the library 
school. (This is now being revised.) 

b. Sociological material free or 
easily obtainable. Two hundred and 
fifty-six titles of the best material 
upon sociological subjects constantly 
under discussion, such as conserva- 
tion of natural resources, corrupt 
practice acts, ete. The American Li- 
brary Association reissued this list 
for distribution outside of the state. 

ce. Farm bulletins, Lists of the 
best free bulletins on farm crops, 
the dairy herd, butter, cheese and 
milk, ete. 
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d. Social or economic conditions, 
recent fiction depicting, 

e. Civic advance and improve- 
ment, A list of valuable material, 
much of which is obtainable without 
expense, ‘issued because the city li- 
brary as a municipal institution 
should assist the municipality in or- 
ganized efforts for civic improve- 
ment. 

f. The Monetary question. A se- 
lected list relating to currency, 
banking, ete., with special reference 
to the Aldrich and other similar 
plans. 

g. Books popular with young peo- 
ple, as indicated by voluntary vote. 

h. The use of the library im the 
schools. 

i. Selected list on peace, Com- 
piled by the Wisconsin Library 
School, revised and approved by 
Lewis P. Lochner, of the staff of the 
World’s Peace Foundation. 

j. Anthologies. 

k. Home economics: Free and in- 
expensive literature, prepared by 
Katherine Hahn, librarian of Stout 
Institute, Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

1. General references on income 
tax, and special references to the 
Wisconsin law. 

m. Simple technical books. The 
best and simplest books on various 
industries. 

n. Geographical and industrial 
material. 

o. Minimum wage and wages paid 
to working women. 

p. Popular practical books. 

q. Children’s books for Christmas 
purchase. 

r. Some recent German books. 

s. Books of interest to teachers. 
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(3) Legislative reference library 
-e bulletins. In the past this 
department has issued for 
the use of the legislators 25 
small pamphlet bulletins on 
legislative subjects, inelud- 
ing bulletins on such sub- 
jects as: 
Accident insurance for 
workingmen ; 
Blacklisting ; 
Boyeotting ; 
Certified public account- 
ants ; 
Corrupt practices at elec- 
tions ; 
Exemption of wages; 
Initiative and _ referen- 
dum ; 
Juvenile courts; 
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Lobbying; 

Mortgage taxation; 

Municipal electrie light- 
ing; 

Municipal gas lighting; 

Municipal home _ rule 
charters ; 

Primary elections; 

Proportional representa- 
tion; 

Railway co-employment; 

Reeall ; 

Taxation of trust compa- 
nies; 

Telephones, interchange 
of service; 

Tenement house legisla- 
tion; 

Trust company reserves; 

Tuberculosis. 





THE PRAIRIE DU CHIEN IDEA 


By Miss Marion Humble, Instructor Library School of U. W. 


A newspaper with a public-spirited 
editor can be a great force for good in 
a city of any size. The public library 
in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, has 
long needed more support and interest 
from the city. Mr. Howe, the editor of the 
Prairie du Chien Courier, is deeply in- 
terested in the needs of this library, and 
in January offered to let the library 
board publish one issue of the Courier, 
the board to furnish all news articles 
and advertisements except those run- 
ning for the year by contract, and to 
receive all the proceeds from advertis- 
ing, sale of extra copies, and one-third 
on all new subscriptions. The board 
decided to publish a “Public Library 
Edition” on February 24, planning the 
edition as much as an appeal to the 
citizens for interest in the library, as a 
money-making project. 

A 24 page paper in three parts, in- 


stead of the usual eight-page issue, was 
published, and the edition cleared for 
the library $420. Many illustrations, 
special features, full pages of advertise- 
ments make the paper neat, attractive 
and valuable; and in addition to the 
money raised for the library, public 
sentiment has been aroused, and the 
citizens of Prairie du Chien are now 
anxious to build up a library worthy 
of the community. 

The work of collecting ‘material for 
the edition was divided among the 
members of the library board and the 
women of the Twentieth Century club. 
Two men on the board solicited the ad- 
vertisements; nearly every concern in 
the city is represented, and the pro- 
ceeds from this material amount to over 
$250. 

The special feature of the edition is 
the Home Coming Department edited 
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by the secretary of the library board, 
and consisting of fifty letters from for- 
mer residents of Prairie du Chien writ- 
ten for the paper in response to circu- 
lar letters of invitation sent out with 
printed return envelopes’ enclosed. 
These invitations were in the following 
form: 


Prairie du Chien Public Library 


Secretary’s Office. 
Prairie du Chien, Wis., 
; January 27, 1914. 

Dear Friend: The publisher of the 
“Prairie du Chien Courier” has very gen- 
erously donated the issue of February 
24th to the benefit of the Public Library, 
the Library Board to edit said issue and 
all income from advertising and sale of 
papers of that number to go into the li- 
brary fund for the purchase of books. 

It has been decided to print as a feature 
of that issue, letters from former citizens 
of Prairie du Chien, who now reside else- 
where, giving their reminiscences of life 
at Prairie du Chien or something of what 
has befallen them since leaving here, each 
letter to be limited to one hundred words. 
Copy for this feature must be in the hands 
of the printer not later than February 
10, 1914. 

Will you favor us with such a letter? 
Trusting that we may have the pleasure 
of receiving something from you, we are 

Very truly yours 


The letters received and published in 
the paper came from every part of the 
country and are full of personal inter- 
est. Copies of the paper were sent to 
all the letter-writers, and carried them 
news of their home town and the let- 
ters of their old friends. In addition 
to letters, gifts of money and books 
were received from these former resi- 
dents. 

Each of the schools and colleges of 
the city has a special writeup by some 
member of the faculty; illustrations 
from photographs make these articles 
doubly interesting and valuable. His- 
tories of the churches and church socie- 
ties were collected by two women of 
the Twentieth Century Club. There is 
an interesting article on the industries 
of Prairie du Chien. 
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Other features of the issue are a 
household page of about 50 signed 
recipes collected by three of the club 
women, a funny column, club and so-" 
ciety column, fashion department, 
“Beauty and health’ and “Propriety” 
columns with queries of citizens and 
answers, conducted by two other women. 
Some of the jokes in the paper are il- 
lustrated by cartoons adapted to apply 
to several Prairie du Chien residents. 

A history of the local library, and 
statement of its meager resources of 
528 books for 605 registered borrowers, 
in a city with a population of over 3,000, 
occupies the first page, with an editorial 
appealing to the people for interest and 
support and emphasizing the value of 
the public library ina community. Sta- 
tistics in this editorial and in articles 
contributed by librarians and teachers 
of nearby towns the size of Prairie du 
Chien, convince the reader of the needs 
and possibilities of the local library. 

The final work of printing so large an 
edition was successful because of the 
energy of the editor, of his extra office 
help, and of all the members of the 
board. Circulars had been distributed 
throughout the ,city advertising this 
special issue of the paper, printed as 
follows: 


Library Benefit Number 


The Prairie du Chien Courier for Feb. 
24th is to be published by the public li- 
brary board assisted by other friends and 
well wishers of the library, the entire pro- 
ceeds of the edition to be used for the 
purchase of books. 

This will be a 16-page edition, contain- 
ing a home-coming department, (letters 
from former residents)’ a household de- 
partment, write-ups of the library, 
schools, clubs, churches, and church so- 
cieties and other special and interesting 
features. 

The subscription price of the Courier is 
$1.50 per year. For every subscription 
beginning with this edition or secured at 
this time 50c will go to the library fund. 
Extra copies of the paper will be sold at 
10c each or 3 for 25c. Send your order to 
the Secretary of Library Board, Prairie 
du Chien, Wis. 
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Copies of the paper went to regular 
subscribers, to contributors to the Pub- 
lic Library Edition; twenty of the high 
school children each took twenty copies 
for sale and canvassed the city; copies 
were also placed on sale in several 
stores. 

As a business man said, “This is the 
biggest thing that has ever happened 
to Prairie du Chien.’’ The library has 
received $420 for books, and also the 
enthusiastic support of the citizens. 
New books have already been purchased, 
more adequate quarters will soon be se- 
cured, and Prairie du Chien will have a 
useful and usable library. The city has 
been advertised in this edition of the 
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Courier as never before, and both library 
and merchants have profited. 

The public library edition of a news- 
paper can be published in any city with 
an energetic and interested editor, and 
a library board willing to work. Ma- 
terial for copy not requiring attention 
at the last moment should be prepared 
two weeks or more before publication to 
allow time for careful proof-reading 
and arrangement of all the material at 
the last. Copies of this February 24 
edition of the Prairie du Chien Courier 
may be secured for 10 cents from the 
secretary of the library board, Mrs. J. S. 
Earll. 





SOMETHING NEW IN 


Joseph P. Tracy, writing upon a let- 
terhead indicating that he is the com- 
missioner of commerce and manufac- 
turing of the city of Lethbridge, Al- 
berta, Canada, has sent out a leaflet 
urging the establishment of ‘“‘The Pos- 
tal Library” throughout Canada. The 
following are extracts from his an- 
nouncement: 

“The Postal library is a project to 
make the exchange of books among the 
people of Canada as easy and inexpen- 
sive as it is to receive or send ordinary 
‘mail. 

“The Postal library will supply the 
whole library need of all the people of 
every community in the country and 
that without delay. The post office de- 
partment operates everywhere and all 
the time. It now has housing facili- 
ties in every community. The addition 
of the library service to the post office 
is certainly as natural as that of the 
parcel post. 

“Best results are had by reading at 
home or jn private. The postal library 
scheme does not include public reading 
rooms. Instead the delivery and col- 
lection of books through the mail ex- 
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tends the library to every home, school, 
office and individual. ‘Going to the 
library’ will hereafter be out of date as 
the postal library will come to you. 

“Let us assume that one book per 
capita with proper means of circulation 
would be an adequate library for all the 
people. Again let us assume that for 
an average of $1 per volume a suitable 
collection of books can be purchased by 
the government. This is a larger sup- 
ply and a higher cost than for any pub- 
lic library now in existence in Canada. 
The amount therefore required to pur- 
chase all the books for the postal library 
would be Jess than $10,000,000. 

“With the public reading room elim- 
inated it is believed that a large per- 
centage of the present post offices could 
handle the postal library without re- 
quiring additional room. Some addi- 
tions would no doubt be required. There 
will also be an expense for stacks, 
printed forms, records, etc. Let us as- 
sume 50c per volume as a sufficient 
amount to cover all this expense. Prob- 
ably less than $5,000,000 would be re- 
quired for these purposes. 

“The postal library will operate with. 
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every post office in the country as a 
branch. The books would be distrib- 
uted over the Dominion according to 
the population. <A post office serving 
200 people would have a library of 200 
books and an office serving 10,000 
people would have a library of 10,000 
books and so on. Toronto would have 
a library of say 400,000 volumes, Win- 
nipeg 150,000 volumes, Halifax 46,000 
volumes, Vancouver 100,000, St. John 
42,000, Lethbridge 15,000, Dawson City 
9,000, and so on. 

“Those desiring to borrow books from 
the postal library would first secure-and 
file a guarantee up to a certain amount 
by some rate-payer securing safe return 
of books and payment of fees. This 
guarantee will protect the _ library 
against losses. 

“‘When a book is desired a postal card 
form prepared for that purpose would 
be filled up stamped to the amount of 
the required fee and dropped in the 
mail just the same as any other mail 
matter. In due time the book would 
be delivered in the same manner as 
other mail. The return of a book would 
be as simply done. A person might 
draw any number of books desired pro- 
vided of course his guarantee was suf- 
ficient. 

“The postal library will operate by 
mail. THERE WILL BE NO WASTE 
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OF TIME IN CONVERSATION (be- 
tween librarian and patron). 

“The enterprise should be launched 
on a self-supporting basis. It is be- 
lieved a fee of 2c would be sufficient 
for the use of a book for 7 days. A 
charge of 5c per day might be made for 
overtime to encourage prompt return 
of books. The fees could be paid by at— 
taching ordinary stamps. 

“The books of such libraries could be 

absorbed into the postal library at their 
actual value. The real estate can be 
converted to other uses without loss.. 
As the postal library will supply all 
needs and will support itself grants by 
cities, provinces, etc., to maintain such 
public libraries will no longer be neces- 
sary. 
“Lantern slides, moving picture films, 
music records, and other appropriate de- 
vices for amusement and instruction 
may be included and thereby provide 
pleasant occasions for home, churches, 
societies, schools, lodges and the like. 

“Legislators, editors, teachers, profes- 
sional people, public officials, more and 
more are requiring assistance in library 
research. The postal library might pro- 
vide this service for a fee of say 50c per 
hour for the time of the librarian. 

“You are also invited to enroll as a 
Corresponding Member of the postal li- 
brary league for Canada.” 





WISCONSIN 


DOCUMENTS 


Some notes of current interest written especially from the view point of the 


smaller 


As defined in the state printing law 
the term ‘public library” includes the 
state library, the university law library, 
the Milwaukee law library association, 
the Oshkosh law library, the state his- 
torical library, the university library, 
the legislative reference library, the li- 
braries of the state normal schools, the 
libraries of all chartered colleges and 
academies having 300 or more volumes, 


libraries. 


and all other public libraries within the 
state having 1,000 or more volumes, 
Any public library in the state is en- 
titled to receive certain publications 
upon application therefor to the super- 
intendent of public property at the capi- 
tol. Among these publications so avail- 
able are the journals of the legislature, 
the statutes, the blue book, the gover- 
nor’s message, and all official reports. 








72 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


Of course not all of these would be of 
use in every library, but the blue book, 
for instance, is an invaluable reference 
tool which should be in every public li- 
brary in the state. Get the copy to 
which you are entitled (if you have not 
already done so) and then learn what 
is in it. You will use it often if you 
know what you can find in it. Every 
community should have available in its 
public library the latest edition of the 
statutes of the state. This single vol- 
ume gives all the statute laws of the 
state as now in force. 

There is much interest throughout the 
state in the work of the various ad- 
ministrative commissions, and in the 
governmental activities of the state. The 
latest annual (or biennial) reports of 
the most important officers and boards 
would help you in answering the re- 
quests for information about them. 

Get these volumes and let your pa- 
trons know that you have them. This 
doesn’t mean that the small library 
should keep “sets” or attempt to have 
all publications of all the administra- 
tive offices. But even the most crowded 
shelves have places for the latest re- 
ports of the most important. 

Get the latest report of the secretary 
of state for the biennium 1911-12. As 
auditing officer for the state’s financial 
transactions, he shows where the state’s 
money comes from and how much of it 
is spent for each department of govern- 
ment. 

Get the chief administrative reports 
if you can use them. Perhaps you will 
keep only the latest one (or two or 
three). But your patrons have a right 
to expect you to furnish them informa- 
tion as to the current work of these offi- 
cers and departments; such as, for in- 
stance, the Board of Agriculture, the 
Dairy and Food commissioner, the Board 
of Health, the State Forester, the Tax 
Commission, the Railroad Commission, 
the Industrial Commission, the State 
Superintendent, the Civil Service Com- 
mission, and the Board of Control. The 
reports of the Bank commissioner and 
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the Insurance commissioner are too 
technical to be of assistance in the work 
of the small library. 

The law provides that the official re- 
ports of these departments can be ob- 
tained by each public library upon ap- 
plication to the superintendent of pub- 
lic property at Madison. But there are 
many other state documents which the 
small library might not know about at 
all and for which the law does not pro- 
vide a distribution in that way. Here 
the Library Commission is trying to 
help you in two ways. First, by notes 
in this Bulletin from time to time call- 
ing attention to important items of defi- 
nite interest and value to the small li- 
brary and telling why you can use them. 
Second; by requesting a distribution of 
such publications to the public libraries, 
as we are required to do by a law en- 
acted by the last legislature. Our work 
can be made most helpful to you if you 
will read these notes and learn why we 
have asked these items to be sent you. 

Among such publications which we 
shall ask to have sent to the public li- 
braries, if such a distribution has not 
already been made, are the following: 


Board of health. Diphtheria, its re- 
striction and prevention, 1912. 

Rules relating to the sanitary care 

of schools. May 30, 19153. 

Rules pertaining to the prevention 

and control of contagious diseases. 

Oct. 9, 1918. 


Dairy and food commissioner. Biennial 

report (to June 30, 1912). 

Contains information as to the enforce- 
ment of the food laws and inspection of 
weights and measures. Perhaps the work 
of no other state officer so directly touches 
the individual homes. 

Fire marshal. Sixth annual report, 1913. 

Contains general material on fire pre- 
vention and fire losses in this state, and 
reprints useful bulletins on such subjects 
as: Winter fire losses, Christmas fire dan- 
gers, Fire loss on the farm, Matches, 
Lightning rods protect, Safe and sane 
Fourth. 


Forester. Report for 1911-1912. 
Contains discussion of the forestry pro- 
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blem as applied to this state, and infor- 
mation as to the ferest reserves. The pre- 
ceding report (1909-1910) is also available, 
and those libraries which can use it should 
apply to the State Forester, Madison, for a 
copy. 


Highway commission. Preliminary bi- 
ennial report (to Jan. 1, 1913). Also 
its Bulletin No. 3, giving the new 
state aid highway law. 

This new law with its very considerable 
changes in the state aid system, and the 
record of the first year under the state aid 
law, should be of use in every community, 
but especially in the rural sections, 
State superintendent. Wisconsin Me- 

morial Day annual, 1914. 

Contains material for the celebration of 
the several patriotic holidays. 

A suggestive outline for the study 

of agriculture or rural economics 

and rural sociology, 1913. 

Prepared for the use of classes in which 

teachers are being prepared for country 


school work. Contains several useful lists 
of references. 








School law supplement, 1913. 
Contains the laws of 1913 relating to the 
public school system. 





Social and civic work in country 
communities. Bulletin No. 18, 1913. 
Suggestive and helpful in the effort to 

revive the use of the school buildings for 

general community purposes. 


Secretary of state. Election laws with 
forms. Compiled January, 1914. 
Especially sent at this time on account 

of the approaching spring elections. Will 

be again in demand in the fall. No other 
edition may be expected until after the 
next legislative session. 


Tax commission. Sixth biennial report, 
1912. 


Especially valuable for its discussion of 
the income tax. 

Wisconsin tax laws, 1912. 

A compilation of the general laws re- 
lating to the assessment and collection of 
taxes. While this is now a little out of 
date, such a separate edition of the tax 
laws is issued at only infrequent inter- 
vals, and hence this should be at hand. 

The reports of the State Board of 
health and of the Civil service commis- 
sion (as well as the Manual and Notices 
of the latter) have been regularly sent 
to the public libraries. Both are illus- 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 73 











‘ 


trations of the material which even.the 
smallest library will find it worth while 
to keep in the latest issue. Perhaps 
the last few issues of the health report 
are worth keeping if you have the room 
rather than simply the latest. 

There are some earlier publications, 
cepies of which are still available upon 
application to the department issuing 
them. Libraries which could use them 
should make application direct. 


Board of health. Scarlet fever, its re- 
striction and prevention. 1908. 

——— Typhoid fever, its restriction and 
prevention. 1908. 

How to prevent infantile blindness 

or ophthalmia neonatorum. 


Forester. Report for 1909-1910. 


Contains valuable material as to forest 
reserves in other countries. 





Taxation of forest lands in Wis- 
consin. 1910. 
A study of present methods of taxation 
of timberland, and the effect of such me- 
thods on forestry work by private owners. 


Storage reservoirs. 1911. 

The report of an investigation of the 
storage reservoirs on the upper Wisconsin 
and their relation to stream flow. 


Wood-using industries. 1910. 

Data showing the number, character and 
variety of the products of the wood-using 
concerns, and the expenditure by them for 
raw materials. 


State park board. State parks for Wis- 
consin. By John Nolen. 

A few copies of this finely illustrated re- 
port are available for the larger libraries 
of this state, upon request to the State 
Forester at Madison. 


Tax commission. Reports for 1903, 
1907, 1909, 1910. 
All contain valuable discussions of tax 
questions such as the following: 
1903. The inheritance tax. 
Taxation of credits. 
Taxation of railways. 
Bank taxation. 
1907. Taxation of corporations. 
The inheritance tax. 
General property tax. 
1910. Taxation of life insurance com- 
panies. 
Of course all contain reports on the cur- 
rent tax work of the state. 


Cc. B. L. 








74 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


[April, 1914 


LIBRARY SCHOOL CF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


As the Bulletin goes to press, the stu- 
‘dents are nearing the end of their field 
practice appointments which close at 
noon on Friday, March 27. Following 
a brief recess the regular lessons of the 
school will be resumed on April 2, witn 
extra seminars scheduled for the discus- 
sion of comparative methods, and li- 
brary policy and practice as found in 
the libraries of the state. 

On the opening day of the quarter, 
the schedule shows a Field Rally for the 
first hour, the Introductory lecture in 
Public Documents by Mr. Clarence B. 
Lester, one of the important courses 
of the spring, and a lecture in Reference 
work by Miss Hazeltine, continuing the 
course of the first semester. In the af- 
ternoon there will be a seminary dis- 
cussion of reference work, followed by 
an informal tea. 

The school is very happy to announce 
that arrangements have been made with 
Miss Clara Whitehall Hunt, chief of the 
children’s department in the Brooklyn 


Public Library, for a course of lectures 
on Children’s Work. These lectures 
will be given April 28 to May 2 and it 
is hoped that many librarians and as- 
sistants from the state will plan to hear 
Miss Hunt. The lectures are as fol- 
lows: 

Child study applied to librarianship. 

Personal relations of the staff with 
the children. 

Methods of administration. 

The child’s own library (two lectures 
on the selection of books). 

During the period of Miss Hunt’s lec- 
tures, there will be a parallel group of 
lectures on Books for the Intermediate 
Age by Miss Humble, the instructor in 
children’s literature in the school. The 
week as planned will be a most helpful 
one for the students, and one which 
they will gladly share with the library 
workers of the state. The annual May 
day festival of the school, the picture 
bulletin exhibition, will complete the 


week. ; q 4 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


The Librarian’s Hours 

A point which is not included in the 
by-laws of library trustees, especially 
those governing libraries of less than 
ten thousand volumes, is that of the 
time limit for the librarian. 

The hours of opening of the library 
are fixed, but undoubtedly library 
boards feel that the librarian should be 
her own judge as to the number of 
hours she must give for her pay, that 
her conscience should be her guide. 

It is not so much a question of hours, 
as it is an understanding of what must 
be done to make the library fulfill its 
purpose. 

There are of course many librarians 
meeting their obligations in the best 


possible way, but there are others, 
either through ignorance or indiffer- 
ence, who are not making their library 
serve the community as it should. 

The essential thing is for each librar- 
ian to have clearly in mind what her 
library ought to be, and then to work 
toward this ideal, giving of her time 
and strength as is right and consistent 
with her compensation. With this aim 
in mind the hours of service will not be 
the first consideration. 

A few reasons why librarians must 
give more time than the scheduled 
hours of opening suggest themselves> 

1. No library can perform its func- 
tions if the mechanical side of the work 
is neglected, and this will be neglected 
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unless extra hours are given for its per- 
formance. 

2. Modern library work touches so 
many outside interests that if the li- 
brarian is going to keep abreast of the 
times, she must know something about 
these interests and devote time to them. 

8. The teacher expects to work out of 
school hours. She must prepare her 
lessons, keep records, and examine pa- 
pers. Why should the librarian, whose 
work is just as broad as the teacher’s, 
not expect to give extra hours? 

4. As a city official, holding an ap- 
pointive office, she is responsible to the 
library board and to the people for the 
conduct of her library. She must show 
them results, and in order to do this, 
must give the time required to make her 
library efficient. 

It is hardly possible to lay down fixed 
rules for hours which librarians can 
adopt, as the size of the library, the 
hours of opening, the salary paid out 
and other considerations make it almost 
a local problem. 

For the sake of convenience, libraries, 
having this problem to confront, may be 
divided into two classes: 

1. Those of 5,000 volumes or less, 
open on the average of two afternoons 
and three evenings a week, paying a li- 
brarian from one to three hundred and 
fifty dollars a year. 

2. Those of more than 5,000 volumes, 
open at least every afternoon and even- 
ing in the week, paying a librarian over 
three hundred and fifty to six hundred 
dollars a year. 

For the first class, would it not be a 
fair estimate to say that aside from the 
stated hours, a librarian should give at 
least an average of two hours a day or 
twelve hours a week, in two half days if 
preferred, for necessary library work, 
while three hours a day or eighteen 
hours a week or three half days would 
not be too much for librarians of the 
second class. 

After all it’s the love of the work 
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which will settle the matter for every li- 
brarian for the longer we live on this 
earth 


“The more we feel the stern, high-fea- 
tured beauty 
Of plain devotedness to duty, 
Steadfast and still, nor paid with mortal 
praise, 
But finding amplest recompense 
For lifes ungarlanded expense 
In work done squarely and unwasted 
days.”’ M. F. C. 


Circulation Again 


Do you study your circulation statis- 
tics? Do you analyze them? Do you 
compare them with the figures for the 
same month last year, two years ago, 
five years ago? Is your circulation lar- 
ger month by month than last year, or 
smaller? If it is larger where is the 
gain, in fiction, in juvenile books, or in 
the classed books? What has brought 
about the increase? Is it natural 
growth, or have more books been pur- 
chased than in former years, or more 
frequently, or has the library been kept 
regularly before the people, or a closer 
co-operation established with the 
schools? If it is smaller, where is the 
loss, and how accounted for? Is it the 
open winter, when fewer people spend 
their time indoors reading a book by 
the fire, or less collateral reading by the 
schools, or the rivalry of moving pic- 
tures, or has the library done less to 
attract readers, to induce borrowers to 
read this interesting book, or that good 
magazine? If you have studied your 
statistics, the explanation of many of 
these things will be found there. 

Circulation statistics are not mere 
figures. They represent definite books 
taken from the library on a definite day, 
for a definite purpose. If you can learn 
to interpret these figures, you will, like 
the prophets of old, be in command of 
the situation. 

A steady increase year by year is an 
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indication of a growing interest in the 
library, in other words it means a 
healthy, normal] library that commands 
the respect and support of the com- 
munity; that keeps its book-buying 
abreast of the times, that lets the public 
know about the things the library has 
for them, and sees that everyone gets the 
book that is intended for him. 

A large or small circulation of chil- 
dren’s books means an adequate or an 
inadequate coliection of books for their 
use. A large increase in the fiction 
circulation, with no appreciable change 
in that of non-fiction, would probably 
indicate, either that few of the splen- 
did practical: books which have ap- 
peared within the last two years have 
been added, or that much fiction had 
been purchased, or that little effort had 
been made to push the practical books, 
in which it is certain that the public 
would be interested, if they knew of 
them. 

It is not enough to buy books and put 
them on the shelves. Patrons fre- 
quently take books to which their per- 
sonal attention is directed, when they 
would never find them for themselves 
among the crowded rows on the shelves. 
Frequent notes in the newspapers about 
the books, a group of attractive books 
that is constantly changing in its selec- 
tion, kept on the loan desk, talks to the 
schools, co-operation with the study 
clubs, are some of the ways of calling at- 
tention to books. Your circulation will 
show the results. Too few librarians re- 
alize how many things can be read in the 
columns of their circulation statistics. 
How their book-buying, their publicity, 
their personal efforts to get books read, 
their own knowledge of books, their bus- 
iness sense, the weather, rival forces, 
and a dozen things are all written large 
in figures! Are you willing to open your 
statistics for the public to read? Or do 
you wish to delay a year and put more 
of care, effort, and thought into the 
work that makes these figures? 

M. E. H. 
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The Use of the Victrola in the Virginia 
(Minn.) Public Library 


More than a year ago the library 
board of Virginia, Minn., bought a Vic- 
trola and fifty records. After a trial of 
thirteen months, the plan may be called 
a complete success as it is as popular 
now as it was in the beginning. The 
music in the movies was practically sup- 
plying the musical needs of a commun- 
ity of more than 15,000 people. The 
board believed that a higher grade of 
music would be appreciated and that 
musical taste could be trained and the 
perfection of mechanical music pre- 
sented a solution. 

The first cost was $290, ninety dol- 
lars of this amount being spent for rec- 
ords. In choosing our limit was fifty 
records, not a limited fund. The col- 
lection is composed of selections from 
grand opera principally, although we 
have a variety which gives us oppor- 
tunity of saving the day from monot- 
ony. 

Each week a program of at least four- 
teen numbers is made up. This pro- 
gram is duplicated many times by 
means of the typewriter and the au- 
dience is supplied. Two copies are 
sent to the newspapers and are printed 
in Saturday’s papers. The concert hour 
is from five to six o’clock each Sunday 
afternoon and is given on the main 
floor of the library in the reading 
rooms. 

The audience averages 150, about 
70% being adult. Within the year 
more than 7,000 people have attended 
the concerts. We have spent $290 and 
still have the full value of our original 
investment. The same sum spent for 
books could not have served a greater 
need nor a larger number of library 
patrons. The acoustic properties of the 
building are excellent, the heating and 
ventilation are perfect, the indirect 
lighting very successful—all minor de- 
tails but contributing to the pleasure 
and comfort of the audience and condu- 
cive to the absolute quiet which is nec- 
essary. : 
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The Victrola plays an important part 
in the program of the four clubs which 
use the library club rooms. We also 
frequently use it during the week near 
the closing hour by playing one or two 
records and finishing with Tosti’s Good- 
bye sung by Melba or Alma Gluck’s 
Home, sweet home. This is a little 
more gracious way of saying good night 
to those who linger than by blinking 
the lights. 

Through the generous cooperation of 
the dealers we have had the loan of 
several hundred records during the 
year. They were sent to us on approval 
and we have usually kept a few from 
each consignment. These loaned rec- 
ords have been played at the concerts as 
the dealers consider it from the pub- 
licity standpoint to be a business prop- 
osition. At the end of the fiscal year 
we had a surplus in the Fines fund of 
a hundred dollars. At the last board 
meeting the board decided to spend this 
money for more records instead of turn- 
ing it back into the city treasury as had 
been done previously. 

In operating the Victrola an inex- 
perienced person may soon get very 
good results by regulating the speed 
and get better tone qualities by chang- 
ing the size of the needle. Experience 
is a sure teacher. 

We do not have the story telling 
records which you mention in your let- 
ter and we do not like them at all. The 
enunciation is very distinct but we have 
a trained children’s librarian and the 
story hour brings her into closer rela- 
tionship with the children. Several of 
the schools in nearby towns have used 
them a short time. I doubt if they have 
really given them a good try out yet. I 
believe that they consider them quite a 
success. 


A Sample Program 


Victrola concert for Sunday afternoon 
Feb, 22, 1914. 
1. Stars and Stripes forever.... 
Gee etal eau GER es Sousa’s band 
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2. Polonaise Militaire ......... 

me eae Vessella’s Italian band 
38. Whispering hope............ 

...-Alma Gluck, Louise Homer 
4. Pierrot’s serenade........ Kubelik 
5. Tyrolean Echoes............ 

....Stehl, Henneberg & Shuetze 
6. Il Trovatore—Miserere....... 

mae aetenera Caruso & Frances Alda 
7. Melody in F (Rubinstein).... 

Pr re ee eee Vienna Quartet 
8. Herodiade (Massenet) .Pryor’s band 


9, ‘CRINGRE once daewiecen Elsie Baker 
10. Cavalleria Rusticana (Mascag- 
TE a cease wes Victor orchestra 
Td. Maui Girl..... Hawaiian Quintette 
12. William Tell overture The 
COT i oa nccisiensn Pryor’s pand 
13. Angel’s serenaiie......2 Alma Gluck 
14. Hungarian dance {(Branms).. 
er re ee Prince’s orchestra 
15. My Country ’Tis cf Thee..... 
ie mwmed wer Victor Male Chorus 


Will the audience please stand dur- 
ing the last number. 
Mabel Newhard, Lib’n. 


Apprentice Help in Small Libraries 


Many librarians who have no assist- 
ants might secure valuable help from 
high school girls in a few hours’ work 
each week. The librarian can often in- 
terest a girl in library work through an 
announcement at high schooi that she 
wishes help certain afternoons in the 
week. She can teach her apprentice to 
charge and discharge books, register 
borrowers, arrange the shelves, mend 
books, and many other details of rou- 
tine work of the library that take a 
great deal of time, and that are com- 
paratively simple when taught care- 
fully. The apprentice receives the in- 
struction and experience in return for 
her time, and after she has mastered 
the work, may be employed as a sub- 
stitute or assistant with a salary. In 
planning for apprentice help, it is ad- 
visable to plan definite hours on certain 
days each week, so that the apprentice 
may be depended upon by the librarian, 
and her work may be systematic. 
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How Duluth Club Women Learn to Use 
the Library 


An effort was made during the past 
winter to assist the members of the 
Saturday Club of Duluth to an intelli- 
gent individual use of the library. The 
librarian was requested to give a talk 
to the club, and in the brief space of 
time allowed her, she endeavored to 
point out the main helps in obtaining 
information from books in the reference 
room and stacks, and from bound and 
unbound magazines. 

A brief explanation of classification 
and Cutter numbers was given in order 
to understand the matching up of call 
number on books, catalog cards, etc. In 
order to make it perfectly clear what 
was meant by author, title and subject 
cards, a number of drawers from the 
catalog case were taken to the club 
room, so that a group of three or four 
women were able to refer directly to 
the catalog for examples, and to ask 
questions about the various forms of 
entry. 

Likewise, the Readers’ Guide was ex- 
plained by distributing monthly num- 
bers for personal examination. The 
list of magazines and books indexed 
was referred to, and the means of find- 
ing what magazines were bound and on 
the shelves indicated. 

A few leading reference books were 
mentioned, and questions asked by the 
club members were answered. 

The results have been gratifying both 
to the reference librarian and to the 
club women. They now march boldly 
up to catalog case or magazine index, 
obtain the desired references, and, in 
some cases, find the book or magazine 
without assistance. 

Frances E. Earhart, Lib’n. 


Use of Assembly and Club Rooms 


What rules and regulations should 
be adopted to govern the use of library 
assembly and club rooms is a question 
often asked by boards of trustees. 
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A broad policy should regulate this 
matter. As the public library is sup- 
ported by the taxpayers, every man and 
woman paying his or her share towards 
its maintenance, the building should be 
used freely by the community. No 
charge should be made for its use for 
any meetings discussing general sub- 
jects affecting the public welfare of the 
city, where meetings are open to all and 
no admission fee is charged. 

This would include meetings of such 
organizations as the Humane Society, 
Child Welfare Exhibit, Boy Scouts, City 
Hospital Board, Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion, City Horticultural Society, in fact 
any institution working for the welfare 
of the city, whether educational or 
philanthropic. 

A charge to cover heat, light and 
janitor service should be made for 
meetings of a political or religious na- 
ture, or for personal use. For ex- 
ample a meeting of the Suffrage Asso- 
ciation, Socialists, Bankers’ Association, 
Good Roads Conference would be re- 
quested to pay such a sum. 

Permission to use the assembly room 
should in all cases be obtained from the 
librarian, who should have the privilege 
of cancelling any date at any time. 

A library should work out a regular 
schedule of prices to cover the cost of 
heat, light and janitor service for dif- 
ferent rooms and hours of the day; the 
following is a suggested schedule of 
rent rates for rooms: 


Club Room 
Afternoon without lights..... 1.00 
Afternoon with lights........ 1.25 
Evening to 9 p. m........ 1.50 
OE oie LUN Re «a a ee ae 25 
US eg! eee Cee <a Paar 25 
uo game bi Re a: : a ae .50 
Auditorium 
Afternoon without lights...... 1.50 
Afternoon with lights........ 1.75 
Morning and afternoon with- 
CUE TICWIS: 6 oe ov cic k's esi es 2,50 
Morning and afternoon with 
Re Ho aii ere ute wii oyictateaie wrote 3.00 





_— OO oo 
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Evening to 9 p. m.......... 2.00 
Stet BO We Thane hse ee cewne 25 
SU te FE BD Wks ccs awewe 25 
Oren EL Be Wes kcccieccovs 50 

All day and evening.......... 5.00 


Men’s Club—either room 


Afternoon without lights..... 75 
Afternoon with lights........ 1.00 
Evening with lights to 9 p.m.. 1.25 
eg | a er . 25 
PO to BE De Whos kecccccecee 25 
Biter BE We Whisks ccceeisn vies .50 


Auditoriums, Use of Library 


New regulations governing the use by 
the public of the auditoriums, which 
are to be found in nine of the branch 
buildings of the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary, have been recently adopted by 
the trustees of that institution with the 
idea of increasing the use of these 
rooms. Under the new rules the audi- 
torium may be engaged for literary, edu- 
cational, civic, charitable and social pur- 
poses, but may not be used for religious 
scrvices, political campaigns or business 
purposes. Music and the serving of re- 
freshments are permitted in these 
rooms, and they may be kept open un- 
til midnight. For meetings open free 
to the public no charge will be made; 
for those open only to members of or- 
ganizations and their invited guests no 
charge will be made for afternoon use 
or for evening use to 9 p. m.—the li- 
brary closing hour—but the fee for 
evening usSe beyond that time will be 
$2.50. The fees for use of the rooms 
when admission is charged or when 
there is a sale of goods, as at a fair, will 
be $3 for an afternoon and $5 for an 
evening. The study rooms at the 
branches may be used by study clubs 
without charge during library hours. 
A charge of $1 will be made for such 
use after 9 p. m. 


The New Census Reports 


Detailed reports of the 13th United 
States census, the last that has been 
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taken, are now appearing. Libraries 
can easily secure them by application 
to the congressmen from their district. 
Most libraries can dispose of the old 
1900 census reports, except the follow- 
ing volumes which are worth keeping, 
for material not repeated in the new 
issue: Manufactures, pt. 3, contain- 
ing special reports on selected indus- 
tries, and Agriculture, pt. 2, on crops 
and irrigation. These volumes are use- 
ful for school work, since they give ex- 
cellent descriptive materal, well worth 
having on such subjects as lumber, pa- 
per making, salt, rice, etc. They are 
illustrated with good plates and can be 
used with commercial geography classes 
in the same way as Freeman’s 
World’s commercial products or Tooth- 
aker’s Commercial raw materials, the 
excellent books on these subjects, are 
used. 

The statistical abstract volume for 
the 12th census should be saved, but as 
soon as the other volumes in the 13th 
census arrive, the old volumes, except- 
ing those mentioned, can be disgarded. 

Smallest libraries will find the sta- 
tistical abstract for the 13th census 
sufficient. 


Sample card for statistical atlas 


©17 U. S.—Census bureau. 13th cen- 
sus, 1910. 

Un3 Abstract of the i3th cen- 
sus, 1910; with supplement for 
Wisconsin. Wash. Gov’t print off. 
1913. 

EH. P. 


Surprising Statistics 


Few librarians may have thought to 
sum up the amount of the returns from 
fines and book rentals for a series of 
years. The following summary from 
the records of Miss Agnes Dwight, li- 
brarian of the Appleton Public Library, 
tells a story that needs no comment, 
not even the embellishment of the 
Scotch proverb “‘many a mickle makes 
a muckle.”’ 
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Money received in fines on overdue 
books September 1, 1898 to June 1, 
1913—$2,495.59. 

Money received from rent books, No- 
vember 1, 1901 to June 1, 1913— 
$1,202.14. 

614 rent books purchased within 
dates indicated cost $583.07. 

Gain to the library, besides the books 
themselves $719.34. 

The collection never exceeded 50 
books at any one time, and they were 
all put into the regular library when 
the demand for them had lessened. 

M. E. H. 


Pamphlet Boxes 


Library visitors find most of the li- 
braries in the state using pamphlet 
boxes. Fully 10,000 of the cheap, but 
durable Hudson Model, made by H. 
Schultz & Co., Superior and Roberts 
streets, Chicago, must be in use in Wis- 
consin libraries. For those who do not 
know of it, the following note may be 
of interest. This pamphlet box costs 
but six cents apiece in lots of 100. It 
is made of card board, has a green cloth 
back, with a white label on which the 
contents can be lettered. Each box 
will hold six numbers of any magazine 
of regulation size. Small libraries that 
cannot afford to bind their magazines, 
will find the pamphlet boxes a great 
time saver and can make the magazine 
collection look much more orderly. The 
boxes are also useful for the current 
volumes, until sent to be bound. Have 
boxes for the A. L.A. Booklist and the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin and for 
all pamphlets and unbound material 
worth saving. nm. ?. 


Publicity Pays 


Since last fall the circulation statis- 
tics in the Chippewa Falls Public Li- 
brary have shown a gain of over 500 
each month. In February 4,800 vol- 
umes were circulated and of these 42 
per cent. were non-fiction. In the fall 
the librarian had 12,000 circulars 
printed, giving a brief explanation of 
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the library, its resources and how to use 
it. These circulars were distributed 
through the schools and _ factories. 
Signs were also placed in the stations 
and hotel, giving the library hours. 
Special privileges have been granted 
to teachers as in the past and this year 
more liberal privileges for non-fiction 
have been allowed to all patrons. Non- 
fiction is issued for four weeks instead 
of two. The extra effort has paid. 
mF. 


Discharging Books 


The methods formerly taught, that in 
discharging books the book card must 
be stamped with the date returned, as 
well as the reader’s card, is no longer 
followed. When a book is returned, it 
is sufficient to stamp the reader’s card 
and return the book card to the pocket. 
Stamping the book card is unnecessary 
and only takes time. i: 


What Plymouth has done to secure a 
library building 

The library in Plymouth has long 
been housed in a store block, which is 
ill-suited to the purpose, so that the 
need of an adequate building has been 
felt. Since organization a little over a 
year ago the Woman’s club has bent 
every effort toward securing a site. On 
March 17 the club was able to hand the 
library board a deed for one in the cen- 
ter of the city, close to the schools, and 
one block from the main _ business 
street. The money was raised by an 
entertainment course, serving of din- 
ners, a rummage sale held in a new 
store building on the main street, the 
use of which was offered for a week 
rent free, and through the efforts of a 
wide awake subscription committee. 
With the sum, that the sale of build- 
ings on the site wiil bring, the full 
amount, $3,000, can be paid. 


Holiday Collections 


The demand for pieces to speak, dia- 
logues and plays, programs, quotations 
and songs, and anything relating to 
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manners and customs of special days 
is so great, that every librarian should 
make an effort to gather together ma- 
terial for such collections. If mounted, 
the clippings will prove more service- 
able, and they will attract more atten- 
tion if a special color scheme is chosen. 
Let the color for each day be one ap- 
propriate to the season or occasion, 
such as green for Arbor day, pumpkin 
for Thanksgiving, purple for Easter and 
red for Christmas. Anyone wishing 
such mounts may procure a sample card 
of the same from the Democrat Printing 
Co., Madison, Wis. 


Dramatic Readings 


Sheridan’s Rivals has been read twice 
this winter, under library auspices. On 
February 24 a reading was given at 
Milton college in which President Da- 
land, some members of the faculty, and 
several students carried the parts. The 
play was also read on March 17 at 
Weyauwega. 

The Commission is glad to lend suffi- 
cient copies of this play for a public 
reading of this character. Copies of 
Disraeli by Parker can also be borrowed 
from the Commission for a similar pur- 
pose. 


Lenten Reading 


Librarians at Antigo and Madison 
have had lists of appropriate books for 
Lenten reading published in the paper. 
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The Library and the Moving Picture 


Another library took advantage of 
the interest aroused by moving pictures 
and printed the following: 

“If the people who enjoyed the beau- 
tiful pictures of Ivanhoe last week will 
come to the library they will find the 
story of Ivanhoe and several others by 
the same author, which are fully as in- 
teresting, for Walter Scott was a prince 
of story tellers. 

“The Talisman is a book which tells 
more of Richard the Lion Hearted, one 
of the main characters in Ivanhoe. So 
if you want another story of the days 
of chivalry, read The Talisman. Or if 
you care for stirring romance, read Rob 
Roy, Waverly, or the Heart of Midlo- 
thian.” Edgerton Reporter. 


The Bulletin on the Reading Table 


In one library a magazine binder has 
been purchased and lettered especially 
for the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 
The librarian has found that the gen- 
eral public and especially the teachers 
are interested in the articles and book 
lists. 


Wanted 


Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Mu- 
sicians, latest edition. 

Address Librarian State Normal 
School, Superior, Wis. 





: "ROUND THE CIRCLE. 


Appleton. The library has received 
its annual gift of books on history, 
travel and biography from Mr. George 
C. Jones; also a gift of photographs 
from Mr. Alfred Lenz, 

Beaver Dam. In the death of E. C. 
McFetridge, the library suffered the 
loss of one of the trustees, who had 


‘served since its establishment. 


Clintonville. Six of the women of 
Clintonville recently showed their inter- 
est in the library by spending an after- 
noon and the following morning help- 
ing the librarian and the Commission 
visitor mend books and prepare new 
books for circulation. At the end of 
the morning’s work a picnic luncheon 
was served in the reading room. 
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The hours of opening of the library 
have been extended to include Monday 
and Wednesday evenings. 

Columbus. At a meeting of the li- 
brary board held on Thursday evening 
it was voted to extend the privilege of 
the library to the people of the sur- 
rounding country free of charge. This 
means that they will have all the privi- 
leges the people of Columbus now en- 
joy without any expense to themselves. 

De Pere. The library rooms have 
been redecorated and made more at- 
tractive. A state traveling library has 
been placed in the Woman’s rest room 
for the use of farmers’ wives. 

Douglas Counity. The county board 
has authorized an appropriation to carry 
on a county traveling library system. 
Miss Unterkircher, librarian of the Su- 
perior public library, was elected li- 
brarian. 

Edgerton. Invitations were extended 
to all of the school children to attend 
the story hours conducted at the library 
on February 21. Miss Humble told the 
stories. 

Fennimore. A play “Trip to Story- 
land” was given by the children for the 
benefit of the library. The sum of $58 
was netted. 

Fort Atkinson. Hon, W. D. Hoard 
has presented a copy of Funk and Wag- 
nall’s New Standard Dictionary to the 
library. 

Glenwood City. A food sale was 
given by the W. C. T. U. for the benefit 
of the library. 

Grand Rapids. A circular letter has 
been sent to the various clubs in the 
city, asking each to subscribe one maga- 
zine for the library. A ‘‘Library day” 
was held in March. 

Green Bay. The library building has 
been greatly improved by a new addi- 
tion and remodeling. The walls have 
been redecorated; new cork varpets 
laid; and the indirect lighting system 
installed. A number of changes have 
been made. The stack room has been 
enlarged, a new wing placed on the 
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south side of the building; librarian’s 
office greatly enlarged, the children’s 
room, downstairs, is nearly completed. 
The valuable collections of oriental 
rugs, of agates, the Howard Pyle pic- 
tures and the Tank cabinet can now be 
displayed to far greater advantage. 

Hayward. The manual training de- 
partment of the high school has made 
a book display rack for the library. 
Weekly story hours have béen con- 
ducted by one of the teachers in the 
children’s room of the library. 

Janesville. An exhibition of paint- 
ings and etchings has been secured by 
the Art league and placed on view in 
library hall. 

Lake Geneva. The library has re- 
ceived a gift of 25 volumes from El- 
more Elliott Peake. 

Lake Mills. The local chapter of the 
D. A. R. has given the library a year’s 
subscription to “The Mentor.” 

Madison. An Irish library which 
will contain a collection of books re- 
lating to the history, literature and eco- 
nomics of Ireland will be established 
in connection with the state historical 
library. A fund of $500 has been sub- 
scribed through the ‘efforts of Rev. 
P. B. Knox. 

Madison. More than 3,350 adult 
books were loaned during January and 
2,566 children’s books. Instruction in 
How to use a public library is being 
given as a three years’ course to more 
than 1,000 students in the city schools. 

Manitowoc. Records of the Ninth 
Wisconsin regiment during the Civil 
war have been presented to the library 
by the G. A. R. 

Mayville. A reception was given for 
the Misses Emmons and Friedel, the 
students from the library school, who 
cataJogued the library during February. 

Mazomanie. A home talent play, 
“Snapshots” was given for the benefit 
of the library. 

Milwaukee. Library assistants are 
to be paid by the hour and will receive 
extra pay for extra service. 
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The south side library was packed 
with 700 children on the occasion of 
the entertainment for Lincoln’s birth- 
day. Scenes from the life of Lincoln 
were presented by some of the children. 

Milwaukee. Mr. Henry E. Legler, 
librarian of the Chicago public library 
gave an address before the City club 
on Live wires and public libraries. 

Neenah. Miss Cora I. Lansing has 
resigned as librarian, Miss Ida Keli- 
logge, assistant, has been promoted to 
the librarianship. Miss May Hart has 
been engaged as assistant. 

Neillsville. The council has passed 
on an ordinance providing $1,000 for 
the support of a Carnegie building. A 
site has been purchased partly by sub- 
scription and the proceeds from Tag 
day. 

Oconto Falls. Thirty-two dollars 
was raised for the library at a benefit 
night at the moving picture theater. 

Oshkosh. Miss Phyllis Murray, 
children’s librarian, has resigned. 

Platteville. The council has voted 
$1,500 for the maintenance of the li- 
brary. The lot has been purchased and 
$12,500 has been promised by Mr. Car- 
negie. In order to have a larger work- 
ing fund for the purchase of books, the 
council voted to make an annual levy 
of $1,500, instead of $1,250 required 
as a condition of the gift. 

Racine. The foreigners enrolled in 
the evening school have visited the li- 
brary and an explanation of its use has 
been given them. Books have been 
sent to the industrial continuation 
school. 

Rhinelander. The Woman’s club has 
raised fifty-seven dollars for the library, 
by means of chain teas. 

Seymour. The library is to be given 
a benefit night at the local moving pic- 
ture theater. Special reels are to be 
used, including ‘“Snow-white,” ‘The 
cricket on the hearth,” “The Pasadena 
flower show.” All receipts over ex- 
penses are to be given to the library 
for books. 
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The library has been open for read- 
ing every Sunday afternoon this winter 
from 3 to 5, in charge of several of the 
women of the town who have volun- 
teered their services. The older boys 
especially have appreciated this open- 
ing, aS many as fifteen at a time fre- 
quently using the reading room. 

Shawano. The question of securing 
a Carnegie building is being considered 
by the council. 

Stevens Point. The Woman’s club 
held a “Library day’. Thirty books 
and a sum of money were donated. 

Waukesha. Between $75 and $100 
have been realized from the library teas 
for the new children’s room. 

Waupaca. A “hard times” dancing 
party was given by the Woman’s club 
for the benefit of the library. A rental 
collection has been installed. 

Wausau. Miss Grace Stevens, who 
has been librarian for three years, has 
resigned to accept a position in the 
Minneapolis public library. Miss Cora 
I. Lansing succeeds her. 

West Allis. Contracts for the Car- 
negie building have been let. Work is 
to begin April 1. 

West Bend. The “chain luncheons” 
for the benefit of the library have been 
very successful in raising funds. 

Weyauwega. Chain teas have been 
started for the benefit of the library. 

Whitehall. The public library has 
been moved to the new village hall 
where they have two very pleasant 
rooms. The larger room for adults, 
has new shelving, library chairs and 
tables. The old furniture, revarnished, 
being put into the children’s room, in- 
direct lighting is used in both rooms. 

The library is opened from 7:30 a. m. 
to 9 p. m. on week days. The reading 
room on Sundays from 8:30 to 10 a. m. 
and 3 to 4 p. m. 

A valuable donation on literature has 
been given by Mrs. H. M. Wade. The 
library has now nearly three thousand 
volumes. Miss Stearns, Chief of Trav- 
eling Department, a short time ago, 
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gave a very interesting and instructive 
lecture. 
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Wittenberg. The women of the li- 
brary board held a book mending bee 
at the library in March. 





Seldom has one to face greate™ sor- 
row than now confronts Miss Lutie 
Stearns. While she was in the east ful- 
filling lecture engagements in librari¢s 
and library schools, she rece’ve i a tele- 


gram that her sister, Mrs. William H. . 


Maher, had sitdenly died at her home 
in Milwauke2 Abandoning her tour 
Miss Stearns hurried home, reaching 
Milwaukee only a few hours before her 


mother passed away. Mrs. Catherine 
Stearns was ninety-three years of age 
but as cheery, as quick of perception, 
and of as much mental alertness as a 
woman in her early prime. Miss 
Stearns is spending a short time at the 
Pennoyer Sanitarium in Kenosha seek- 
ing to recover from the shock of her 
double bereavement and _ gathering 
strength to go on with her work. 


April, 1914] 


BOOK SELECTION 
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DEPARTMENT 


Elva L. Bascom, Chief. 


This selection of recent books is made Crothers, S. M. Three lords of destiny. 


with the special needs of Wisconsin li- 
braries in mind. Since the majority of 
them have small book funds, high- 
priced books are not included with the 
exception of occasional works which, 
though not necessary in many small li- 
braries, have permanent value, like 
Charles Eliot Norton’s Letters and Saint 
Gaudens’ Reminiscences. If the libra- 
rian forms the good habit of keeping a 
““‘Desiderata” (or ‘‘Desirable but extrav- 
agant books’’) list, it is frequently pos- 
sible to acquire an occasional one 
through second-hand agencies. The 
Commission is always glad to assist in 
making such purchases, 

Since this department is especially 
designed for the smaller libraries, the 
fiction selection is made with particular 
reference to them; that is to say, the 
aim is to include no novels which 
would be objectionable because of their 
handling of moral questions, or would 
be unreadable because of their length 
or their treatment of subjects which 
have no interest for the average reader 
in the small community. 

A limited number of reprints of these 
lists are made, and a copy can be fur- 
nished to librarians wishing to keep a 
file for convenient reference. 


Philosophy, Ethics, Conduct of life 


Booth, Meyrick. Rudolph Eucken: his 
philosophy and influence. 1913. 
207p. Scribner $1.25 net. 193 

The best exposition of Eucken for the av~ 
erage reader, empbasizing the social side of 
his philosophy and giving a sketch of his 
life and personality. Readable and compara- 
tively simple. 


Cabot, R. C. What men live by. 1913. 

3836p. Houghton $1.50 net. 170 

A physician's contribution to the problem 

of the value of life, which discusses its four 

vital elements of work, play, love and wor- 

ship with sincerity and earnestness of pur- 
pose. 


1913. 128p. Houghton $1 net. 

170 

Three stimulating lectures to college stu- 

dents, the trend of which is summed up by 

Mr. Crothers in these words: “We have tried 

to show that liberty is not a gift of nature. 

It is an achievement. A man is free in pro- 

portion to his courage, skill and love. These 
are the Lords of Destiny.” 


Gould, F. J. Moral instruction: its 
theory and practice. 1913. 196p. 
Longmans 90c net. 170 

Teachers who know of Mr. Gould’s work in 
connection with the Moral Education League 
or have heard him lecture will be glad to 
have this volume containing a full exposition 
of his methods of teaching, based on twenty- 
five years’ experience with English children. 

Pronounced the best book on moral instruc- 

tions for teachers’ use. 


Gruenberg, Mrs. S. M. Your child to- 
day and tomorrow. 1913. 250p. 
Lippincott $1.25 net. 173 

Informal chapters dealing in a popular way 
with such fundamental problems of child 
psychology as imagination, obedience, will, 
adolescence and heredity. 


Hyde, W. D. The quest of the best. 
1913. 267p. Crowell $1 net. 173 
Points out the characteristics of boys 
which hinder and aid in the attainment of a 
high ideal in character and life, and makes 
suggestions for wise guidance. For parents and 
teachers. 


Le Roy, E. L. E. J. The new philoso- 
phy of Henri Bergson. 1913. 
235p. Holt $1.25 net. 194 

An authoritative and comparatively simple 
outline briefly giving the general trend of 

Bergson’s philosophy and _ interpreting it 

with faithful adherence to its intention and 

spirit. Intended as an introduction for the 
general public, but less elementary and more 
comprehensive than Solomon’s Bergson. 


Marden, O. S. Training for efficiency. 
1913. 360p. Crowell $1.25 net. 
174 

Sixty-two short, helpful chapters which 

concretely embody principles and advice for 

attaining practical success in life and repre- 

sent the “inspirational wisdom” of the au- 
thor’s many books on the subject. 
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Seashore, C. E. Psychology in daily 
life (Conduct of the mind series) 
1913, 225p. illus. Appleton $1.50 
net. 150 

Presents with simple directness and con- 
crete illustration certain psychological prin- 
ciples which are applicable to every-day life, 
showing their practical relation to actual con- 
duct and development. Popular and helpful 
chapters on play, mental health, memory and 
mental efficiency. 


Religion 


Kent, C. F. The life and teachings of 
Jesus, according to the earliest 
records (Historical Bible) 1913. 
3837p. map. Scribner $1.25 net. 

g | 226 

Embodies in a single narrative the oldest 
records of Jesus in the New Testament gos- 

pels, giving a simple, consistent and vivid 

picture of his life and work. 


King, H. C. Religion as life. 1913. 
194p. Macmillan $1 net. 240 
This inspirational little book gives definite 
help to those who are pursuing the quest of 
life, for it forcefully shows the basic signifi- 
eance of religion in giving to life richness 
and value. 


Moore, G. F. The literature of the Old 
Testament (Home univ. lib.) 1913. 
256p. Holt 50c net. 221.1 

After examining the canon and sources of 
the Old Testament each book is separately 
treated in its historical, ethical and literary 
aspects, according to the latest results of 
critical inquiry. Short, popular and authori- 
tative. 


Parkhurst, C. H. The pulpit and the 
pew. 1913. 195p. Yale univ. 
press $1.50 net. 251 

Lectures delivered before the Yale Divinity 

School in 1913, which constructively criticize 

the attitude and relations between clergy and 

laymen, and indicate their responsibilities. 

Strikingly presented in a readable style. 


Taylor, Graham. Religion in social ac- 

tion. 1913. 279p. Dodd $1.25 

net. 261 

A hopeful and illuminating book which 

shows why the church should accept the lead- 

ership of social and economic reform, by the 

founder of the Chicago School of Civics and 
Philanthropy. 
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Political Science and Government 


Cleveland, F. A. Organized democracy 
(Amer. citizen series) 1913. 479p. 
Longmans $2.50 net. 321.8 

A compact survey of the evolution of popu- 
lar sovereignty, and the present status of al- 
most every question relating to government, 
citizenship and the electorate in the United 

States. The summaries are very good, the 

chapter references well chosen and the index 

full, making it a useful reference work. 


Lowell, A. L. Public opinion and pop- 
ular government (Amer. citizen 
series) 1913. 415p. Longmans 
$2.25 net. 321.8 

A lucid, philosophic presentation of the na- 
ture, expression and limitations of public 
opinion in its direct bearing on political 
practice, with special attention to the refer- 
endum, function of parties and the use of 
experts in government. 


Ogg, F. A. The governments of Eu- 
rope. 1913. 668p. Macmillan $3 
net. 354 
Explains the evolution and operation of the 
governmental systems of western and central 
“urope, including the smaller countries. Val- 
uable for ready reference and for compara- 
tive study. 


Sovial Problems 


Commons, J. R. Labor and adminis- 
tration. 1913. 431p. Macmillan 
$1.60 net. 331 

Twenty-two articles originally printed in 
magazines, the most important being on la- 
bor questions, Some discuss Wisconsin ac- 
tivities. or experiments with which Professor 

Commons has been associated. 


Mayreder, Frau Rosa (Obermayer) A 
survey of the woman problem. 
1913. 275p. Doran $1.50 net. 396 

A keen, original survey of the relations of 
the sexes and their bearing on the feminist 
movement, written from an ethical-psycholo- 
gical viewpoint. Its sanity and impartiality 
will commend it to all interested in the 

“woman problem,” but because of its frank- 

ness its purchase is not advised in small, 

conservative communities. 


Nearing, Scott. Financing the wage- 
earner’s family. 1913. 171p. 


Huebsch $1.25 net. 331.8 


A brief, timely analysis of the facts and 
statistics bearing on income and expenditures 
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in the families of American workmen, with 
a consideration of a minimum wage in its 
relation to an adequate standard of living. 


Education 


Eggleston, J. D., & Bruére, R. W. The 
work of the rural school. 1913. 
286p. illus. Harper $1 net. 379 

Considers the importance of the school in 
the upbuilding of the rural community and 
authoritatively discusses such phases as sani- 
tation, equipment, extension and demonstra- 
tion work, transportation and government. 


King, Irving. Education for social ef- 
ficiency. 1913. 310p. Appleton 
$1.50 net. ; 370.1 

A study in the social relations of education, 
concretely summarizing such important fea- 
tures as the rural school, recreation, coopera- 
tion with the community, vocational guidance 
and character-forming possibilities. 


Prosser, C. A., & Hamilton, W. I. The 
teacher and old age (Riverside 
educ. monographs) 1913. 139p. 
Houghton 60c net. 371 

Deals with the question of teachers’ annui- 
ties, pensions and retirement allowances as 
developed here and abroad, giving a proposed 
model retirement law, the Massachusetts pen- 
sion act of 1913, a table of state compulsory 
insurance systems for teachers and a full 
bibliography. 


Science 


Jacoby, Harold. Astronomy. 1913. 
435p. illus. Macmillan $2.50 net. 
520 
An accurate, comprehensive, and fairly pop- 
ular description of astronomic science and 
phenomena as known today; divided into two 
parts, the first, designed for the general 
reader, being free from mathematics. Excel- 
lent diagrams and index. Serviss’ more pop- 
ular Astronomy in a nutshell is detailed 
enough for the average small library. 


Mitchell, P. C. The childhood of ani- 
mals. 1913. 269p. illus. Stokes 
$2.50 net. 591.5 

Interesting, informal descriptions of the 
young of many species, the purpose of youth, 
the uses of colors and patterns. and the train- 
ing, feeding, play and care of young animals. 

Good for teachers’ use or for reading aloud 

to children. Twelve excellent colored plates. 
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Home Economics 


Conley, Emma. Nutrition and diet. 
1913. 208p. illus. Amer. bk. co. 
60c net. 613.2 
Although intended to supplement the work 
of grade cooking classes, this little book is 
recommended as being preferable to the more 
ambitious works for the average housewife 
because of its simplicity and practicality and 
its economical menus. Good illustrations and 
full index. Author is director of domestic sci- 
ence in the Oshkosh Normal School. 
Hunter, G. L. Home furnishing. 1913. 
231p. illus. Lane $2 net. 645 
A suggestive and well illustrated hook 
about furniture, rugs, lamps, wallpapers. tap- 
estries, draperies, ete. Distinguishes between 
good and bad taste in the case of exch, but 
does not consider the decorative effect of a 
room as a whole. ® 
Kinne, Helen, & Cooley, A. M. Foods 
and household management. 1914. 
401p. illus. Macmillan $1.10 net. 


640 
A comprehensive, well illustrated high- 
school test which will be useful to progress- 


ive housewives. Al) phases of the food ques- 
tien— materials, cooking, preservation, cost, 
menns—ure considered, also household ad- 
ministration snd laundering. The valunble 
government charts on food valnes are repro- 
duced. 
Shelter and clothing. 1913. 377p. 
illus. Macmillan $1.10 net. 640 
Meets to a certain extent the average de- 
mand for information on textile materials, 
garment-making, costume design, economy ix 
dress, dressmaking and millinery, although 
the chapters are short and designed for high 
school pupils. 





Useful Arts and Industries 


Barnes, P. T. The suburban garden 
guide (Countryside manuals) 1913. 
147p. Macmillan 50c net. 716 

Practical little manual for the busy man 
who wants easily accessible and brief infor- 
mation on the best vegetables and flowers to 
grow. and how to grow them. Good planting, 
spraying and pruning tables. 


Bolte, J. W. The back yard farmer. 
1914. 238p. Forbes $1 net. 635 
Sketchy, readable chapters, telling what 
may be accomplished with the back yard, but 
not going into detail as to how it shall be 
done. Chickens have a fuller discussion than 
anything else (75p.) 
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Corbett, L. C. Garden farming (Coun- 


try life educ. series) 1913. 473p. 
illus. Ginn $2 net. 635 

The most complete and exhaustive treat- 
ment in print. Written for market gardeners 
and truck farmers, but a useful reference 
book for the average grower; has a chapter 
on the home garden. Good illustrations and 


index. 

Hicks, A. M. The craft of hand-made 
rugs. 1914. 250p. _ illus. Mc- 
Bride $2 net. 645 


All kinds of rugs of home manufacture are 
described and illustrated so fully that a be- 
ginner could take up the work. Dyes are 
practically discussed and processes of work 
clearly explained. A good book for any li- 
brary, but too expensive. 


Moore, J. R. H. Industrial history of 
the American people. 1913. 496p. 
illus. maps. Macmillan $1.25 net. 

330.9 

An account of the development and influ- 
ence of such typical American industries as 
fisheries, lumber, fur trade, agriculture and 

finance, each separately treated. Contains a 

good survey of colonia] industrial history. 


Fine Arts 
Blashfield, E. H. Mural painting in 
America. 1913. 312p. illus. Scrib- 
ner $2 net. 759.1 


While these lectures were addressed to art 
students and deal largely with the technical 
side, the chapters on significance in mural 
painting, the evolution of present practice, 
art education and the importance of culture, 
and the forty-seven good illustrations of 
mural paintings in this country, will recom- 
mend the book to libraries having much de- 
mand from art-lovers. 


Gantvoort, A. J. Familiar talks on the 
history of music. 1913. 285p. 
Schirmer $1.50 net. 780.9 

Popular, readable account of the develop- 
ment of music to the 20th century, with spe- 
cial emphasis on its history before 1600 and 
hardly enough on individual composers such as 

Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert and Schumann. 


Goepp, P. H. Symphonies and their 
meaning. 3d series: Modern sym- 
phonies. 1913. 362p. Lippin- 
cott $2 net. 785 


Discusses the symphonies of Berlioz, Liszt, 
Saint-Saens, Cesar Franck, D’Indy, Debus- 
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sy, Dukas, Tschaikowsky, Hugo Wolff, Rich- 
ard Strauss, Elgar and several other modern: 
composers. ‘The brief treatment gives the book 
more of a reference-book character than the 
earlier volumes had. : 


Hopkins, Alfred. Modern farm build- 


ings. 1913. 206p. illus. Mce- 
Bride $3 net. 728.9 
Suggestions “on practical, sanitary and ar- 
tistic lines’? for approved farm buildings of 
al) kinds, by an architect who has made them 
a specialty. A practical, well illustrated work 
which will be useful in a well-to-do progres- 
sive farming community; it is not designed 
for the poor farmer. 


Literature 


The drama today. 

1913. 236p. Lippincott $1.50 

net. 809.2 

An excellent survey of the types and ten- 

dencies of contemporary American, English 

and continental drama in its relation to liter- 

ature and to the theater, with brief estimates 
of specific plays and playwrights. 


Andrews, Charlton, 


Chesterton, G. K. Magic. 1913. 88p. 

Putnam $1 net. 822 

A fanciful little play of real dramatic value 

which cleverly defends the authenticity of 
miracles. 


Davis, F. S. Myself and I. 1913. 129p. 
Macmillan $1 net. 811 
These short poems, expressing sincere feel- 
ing and unconventionality of thought, will be 
remembered for their distinction of phrasing 
and delicate rhythm, despite their rather sen- 
timental self-consciousness. 


Our common road. 
Houghton $1 net. 
814 
Brief, informal talks on questions of every- 
day life and ethics, not profound, but essen- 
tially human and appealing. 


Edwards, 
1913. 


Agnes. 
306p. 


Mackaye, P. W. A thousand years ago 
(Drama League series of plays) 
1914. 130p. Doubleday 75c net. 

812 
Entertaining little play, with an Arabian- 

Nights plot and a group of Italian maskers 

to introduce and carry on the action. Has 

historical interest, oriental coloring and good 
technique. 
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Masson, T. L. The best stories in the 

world. 1918. 244p. Doubleday 

$1 net. 817 

A collection by the editor of Life of nearly 

five hundred good anecdotes, many of which 
are familiar, Index of subjects. 


Murray, Gilbert. Euripides and his 
age. 1913. 256p. Holt 50c net. 
882 


An original, fresh and sympathetic study 
of the age, tradition and atmosphere of the 
fifth-century Athens in which Euripides lived; 
of his methods and genius in adopting the 


prevailing art form—tragic drama—of the 

period. 

Noyes, Alfred. Collected poems. 1913. 
2v. Stokes $3 net. 821 


Even small libraries having any demand 
for modern poetry will be justified in buying 
this collection, complete to within a few 
months, of the work of one of the most en- 
joyable poets of the present day, whose tech- 
nical skill is combined with a broad, sane 
view of life, a fine sense of humor, ad a 
strong loyalty to Britain. 


—— The wine-press. 49p. 
Stokes 60c net. 821 
War’s horrors are ruthlessly drawn in this 
vivid, eloquent poem, relating the awful ex- 
periences of a loyal young Balkan peasant. A 
valuable contribution to peace literature. 


1913. 


Rabindranath Tagore. Gitanjali. 1913. 
101p. Macmillan $1.40 net. 
891.4 
A collection of prose translations of the 
most representative work of the Indian poet 
who won the Nobel prize in 1913. They are 
characterized by a delicste spirituality and 
serenity, and both thougbt and imagery pos- 
sess universal significance. 


Schelling, F. E. The English lyric 
(Types of English literature) 1913. 
8335p. Houghton $1.50 net. 821 

Traces the meaning and development of the 

English lyric to the present time, analyzing 
its significance and characteristics, with fre- 
quent well-selected iliustrations and muck 
fresh, sane criticism. A scholarly study, for 
those familiar with lyrical poetry. Classed 
bibliography. 


Simons, S. E., & Orr, C. I. Dramatiza- 
tion. 1913. 424p. Scott $1.25 
net. 808.8 


Chapters (50p.) discussing the psychology 
and pedagogy of dramatization followed by 
dramatized selections from 22 classics usu- 


Hart, A. 
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ally studied in the high school, grouped by 
years. Each year can be obtained separately, 
20c each in paper binding. 


History and Travel 
United States 


Bassett, J. S. Short history of the 
United States. 1913. 885p. maps. 
Macmillan $2.50 net. 973 

Clear, well-constructed account of the or- 
igin and growth of the nation, giving due 
emphasis to various facters which constitute 
its development. Covers period from early 
explorations to Wilson’s administration and 
though a college text will be useful in high 
schools and as a reference book. 


Chamberlin, F. C. The Philippine prob- 
lem, 1898-1913. 1918. 240p. 
illus. Little $1.50 net. 919.14 

An interesting survey of American admin- 

istration in the Philippines is followed by a 

consideration of future problems. The au- 

thor justifies from first-hand knowledge the 
present system and advocates its continuance. 


Fish, C. R. The development of Ameri- 
can nationality. 1913. 535p. illus. 
maps. Amer, bk. co. $2.25. 973 

Follows in detail the political evolution of 
the American people from 1783, dealing with 
the economic, social, intellectual and moral 
factors which have contributed most to it. 

Designed as a college text, it assumes a 

knowledge of historical facts and is a useful 

companion to the ordinary history and an 
interesting work for general reading. 


B., ed. Social and economic 
forces in American history. 1913. 
523p. map. Harper $1.50 net. 

973 

Chronologic selections from the American 

nation series which afford consecutive views 

of American social conditions from early col- 

onial days, with some account of the econ- 

omic and religious forces that have influenced 
them. 


MacDonald, William. From Jefferson 


to Lincoln (Home univ. lib.) 
1913. 256p. Holt 50c net. 973.6 
Briefly traces the constitutional growth, 


the development of political parties and slav- 
ery in the United States from 1815 to 1860 
and gives a view of the new sense of demo- 
cracy which arose during this period. A 
closely knit, interesting summary. 
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The Carolina Moun- 

tains. 1913. 397p. illus. Hough- 

ton $3 net. 917.56 

An enthusiastic and picturesque description 

of the natural charm and beauty of the Blue 

Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains, with in- 
teresting information on their people. 


Morley, M. W. 


Europe 


Barker, E. H. Wayfaring in France, 
from Auvergne to the Bay of Bis- 
cay. 1913. 540p. illus. map. 
Macmillan $2.50 net. 914.4 

Entertaining account of wanderings in the 
valleys of Dordogne and Garonne and 
through Gascony forests to Biarritz, showing 
close observation and a sense of humor. Re- 
productions of old wood-engravings. 


Bennett, E. A. Paris nights and other 
impressions of places and people. 
1913. 3884p. illus. Doran $3 
net. 914 


Vivacious sketches of casual scenes and en- 
counters in the everyday life of Paris, Lon- 
don, Florence and other places, revealing 
their individuality and giving them fresh 
interest. Clever, unusual illustrations. 


Irishmen all. 1913. 
Stokes $1.75 net. 
914.15 


A companion volume to The lighter side of 
Irish life (1912) depicting with sympathy 
and considerable humor the typical Irish police- 


Hannay, J. O. 
225p. illus. 


man, “squireen,’ politician, country gentle- 
man, farmer, publican, priest, ete. Colored 
illustrations. 


Lang, Andrew, & John. Highways and 
byways in the Border. 1913. 439p. 
illus, Macmillan $2 net. 914.1 

A refreshing and delightful combination of 
description, history and legend, interwoven 
with personal comment and literary allusion, 
which readers interested in Scotland will en- 


joy. 


Mawer, Allen. The vikings (Cam- 
bridge manuals of science and lit- 
erature) 1913. 150p. Putnam 40c 
net. 913.48 

A concise account of the activities, voy- 
ages and settlements of the vikings in the 

British isles, Normandy, the Baltic and Rus- 

sia, which traces their influence in these 

places and illustrates their life from arche- 
ological records. 
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Miller, William. The Ottoman empire, 
1801-1913 (Cambridge historical 
series) 1913. 547p. maps. Put- 
nam $2.50 net. 949.6 

Sets forth the successful political and mili- 
tary struggles of the Greeks, Servians, Bul- 
garians and Roumanians and the consequent 
disruption of the Turkish empire. A timely 
book, clear, sober, accurate and usuaily just, 
but disproportionate in its treatment of mod- 
ern Greece and Turkey. 


Other countries 


Clarke, J. M. The heart of Gaspé. 1913. 

292p. illus. maps. Macmillan $2 

net. 917.14 

A geolegist’s enthusiastic and intimate de- 

scription of Gaspé County, comprising part 

of a large peninsula on the Quebec coast—a 

country larger than Massachusetts, but far 

from the world’s thoroughfares and having 

little population outside the scattered coast 
villages. 


Bullard, Arthur. The Barbary coast, 
by Albert Edwards. 1913. 312p. 
illus. Macmillan $2 net. 916.1 

Short, clear-cut sketches of French North 

Africa, sympathetically portraying Moorish 

life and characteristics. 


Leary, L. G. Syria, the land of Leb- 
anon. 1913. 224p. illus. Mc- 
Bride $1.25 net. 915.6 

An interesting, well illustrated story of 
travel and personal experience, which with 
his earlier volume, The real Palestine of to- 
day, gives a complete view of the lands of 
the Bible. Valuable because of the few read- 
able books on Syria. 


Biography 


Kellogg, C. L. Memoirs of an Ameri- 
can prima donna. 1913. 382p. 
illus. Putnam $2.50 net. 780 

Autobiographical chapters interesting for 
their revelation of a refreshing personality as 
well as for their picture of musical life here 
and abroad during the last fifty years, with 
allusions to noted singers. 


Saint-Gaudens, Augustus. Reminiscen- 
ces. 1913. 2v. illus. Century $7 
net. 735 


These fascinating memories and _ letters, 
which the artist’s son has ably edited and 
amplified, are significant not only for the 
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revelation of his life and creative genius, but 
also for the delightful glimpses of his friend- 
ship with Stevenson, Whistler and many 
other prominent figures in art and literature, 
Notable illustrations. 


Fiction 


Benson, E. F. Thorley Weir. 
3846p. Lippincott $1.35 net. 
Pleasant story of the rise to fame and 
idyllic wooing of a young English artist. 
Pictures the love between a widowed mother 
and her two sons. 


1913. 


Bryant, Marguerite. The dominant pas- 
sion. 1913. 466p. Duffield $1.35 
net. 

An interesting study of four characters—a 
painter, a scientist, a music-lover, a writer— 
each of whom is in the control of a “‘domin- 
ant passion” which admits of little or no con- 
sideration of others. Many readers will find 
it too long drawn out. 


Cole, Mrs. Patience (Bevier) 
daughter. 1913. 
net. 

Story of the love that sprang up between 
two poor, warm-hearted spinster sisters and 
a rich western girl, and the happiness that 
resulted from it. The interest holds the 
reader despite poor workmanship. 


Cooke, G. M., & Morrison, C. W. 
liam and Bill. 1914. 
tury $1.25 net. 

A wholesome, amusing story of two cousins 
who grow up together in an old-fashioned 
village. In the contrast between the mis- 
chief-loving nature of Bill and the priggish 
tendencies of William, the author shows an 
intimate comprehension of boys. 


Crockett, S. R. Sandy... 1914. 
Macmillan $1.35 net. 

A masterful and resourceful young Edin- 
burgh graduate comes to London and suc- 
ceeds in a miraculously short time in author- 
ship, business and love. Sympathetic inter- 
pretation of Scotch types gives the story the 
customary charm of Crockett’s novels. 


Dave’s 
256p. Stokes $1 


Wil- 
285p. Cen- 


353p. 


De Morgan, William. When _ ghost 
meets ghost. 1914. 862p. Holt 
$1.60 net. 


This delightful, very discursive story will 
appeal to lovers of Joseph Vance, which it 
most nearly resembles, for, though no char- 
acter dominates the book, many of the same 
types reappear under different names, The 
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plot is subordinate in interest to the manner 
of its development, which is full of charac- 
teristic insight and sympathy. 


Farnol, Jeffery. The honorable Mr. 
Tawnish. 1913. 165p. illus. Lit- 
tle $1 net. 


A little tale, full of old-time sentiment, of 
the wooing of a beautiful, jealously guarded 
young English girl by a highly desirable 
youth who affects the dress and manners of a 
dandy. 


Hill, F. T. The thirteeath juror. 1923. 
211p. illus. Contury $1.20 net. 
A swiftly moving, forceful story which ar- 
raigns our court practice, specially the de- 
lays that unscrupulous lawyers bring about 
through resort to technicalities. 


Hinkson, Mrs. Katherine (Tynan) A 
mésalliance. 1913. 270p. Duf- 
field $1.25 net. 

Readable tale of the change in attitude a 
London bachelor experiences on becoming ac- 
quainted with his cousin’s widow—a fine, 
strong woman whom he had refused to meet 
because of her common ancestry. 


Hopkins, W. J. Burbury Stoke. 
328p. Houghton $1.25 net. 
Story of slight plot but much atmosphere, 
with the same charm as The clammer. The 
vagabondish, unusual English hero is not 
more interesting than the teller of the tale— 
a bachelor whose New England aioofness is 


1913. 


in constant contradiction to his natural 
warmth of heart. 
Howard, Keble. Lord London. 1914. 


351p. McBride $1.25 net. 

The remarkable career of Alfred Harms- 
worth (Lord Northcliffe), the great London 
journalist, furnishes the facts for a spirited 
story of modern business success. 


Locke, W. J. The fortunate youth. 
1914. 352p. illus. Lane $1.35 
net. 

Paul Kegworthy, a gifted child of the Lon- 
don slums, inspired by “the vision splendid,” 
goes out to prove its truth. His dauntless 
temperament and marvelous experiences lead 
him to triumphant happiness, and impart 
charm to this highly imaginative story. 


Phillpotts, Eden. From the angle of 


seventeen. ‘1914. 290p. Little 
$1.20 net. 
The ingenuous diary of ‘“Corkey, major” 


who plunged from an English boarding 
school into a large London fire-insurance 
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office, recounts his experiences with refresh- 
ing, unconscious humor and the seriousness 
of a youthful point-of-view. 


Pratt, Lucy. Ezekiel expands. 1914. 
228p. illus. Houghton $1.25 net. 
More short stories of Ezekiel and his small 
friends, some amusing, others pathetic, but 
all showing remarkable insight and sympathy 
with negro character and feeling. 


Rhodes, E. M. Bransford in Arcadia. 
1914. 236p. Holt $1.20 net. 

An impossible, lively western story, having 
the usuxul assortment of cowboys and east- 
erners, but original in plot and style. Hard- 
ly equals Good men and true, but like it will 
interest men. 


Sterrett, F. R. The jam girl. 
309p. Appleton $1.25 net. 
Humorous story of the way in which a 
feud between two rival jam manufacturers in 
Waloo, Miss., interfered with the happiness 
of their respective son and daughter whose 
love rose above jam and ancient quarrels. 


1913. 


1914. 


Warwick, Anne. Victory Law. 
316p. Lane $1.30 net. 

An actress of exceptional genius and 
beauty, and of good social positiou, gives up 
her cureer to Marry a prominent young law- 
yer, only to find that the allurements and 
friendships of her theatrical life are still of 
greater importance to her. A well developed 
plot and gocd characterization make it an in- 
teresting stery. 


Children’s Books 


Bailey, C. S. The children’s book of 
games and parties. 1913. 253p. 
illus. Donohue $1 net. 790 

Bond, A. R. With the men who do 
things (Scientific American boy 
series) 1913. 275p. illus. Munn 
$1.50 net. 620 

Cave, Edward. Boy scouts’ hike book. 
1913. 2438p. illus. Doubleday 
50c net. 796 

Coe, Ida, & Christie, A. J. Story hour 
readers, first year. 19138. 2v. illus. 
Amer, bk co. each 30c net. 

808.8 

Colum, Padriac. A boy in Hirinn (Lit- 
tle schoolmate series) 1913. 255p. 
illus. Dutton $1 net. 914.15 

Fraser, C. C. Every boy’s book of 
handicraft, sports and amusements. 
1913. 695p. illus.. Estes $2 net. 

790 
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Goss, W. L. Boys’ life of General Sher- 
idan. 1913. 318p. illus. maps. 
Crowell $1.50 net. 921 
A. N. The handy boy. 1913. 
396p. illus. Lothrop $1.60 net. 
680 
Perkins, Mrs. Lucy (Fitch) The Irish 
twins. 1913. 205p. illus. Hough- 
ton $1 net. 914.15 
Rolt-Wheeler, F. W. The boy with the 
U. S. Indians (U. S. service series) 
1913. 410p. illus. Lothrop $1.50 
net. 970.1 
Shafer, D. C. Harper’s beginning elec- 
tricity (Harper’s practical books 
for boys) 1913. 274p. illus. Harper 
$1 net. 537 
Upton, G. P. In music land. 1913. 
204p. illus. Browne $1.25 net. 780 
Verrill, A. H. Harper’s aircraft book 
(Harper’s practical books for boys) 
1913. 244p. illus. Harper $1 net 
533.6 
— — Harper’s wireless book (Harper’s 
practical books for boys) 1913. 
185p. illus. Harper $1 net. 654 
Williams, Archibald. How to make 
things. 1913. 430p. illus. Sully 
$1.20 net. 680 
Wilmot-Buxton, E. M. Old Celtic tales. 
1913. 128p. illus. Crowell 50c. net. 
398 


Hall, 


Stories 


The Texan triumph. 
Appleton $1.35 


Altsheler, J. A. 
1913. 356p. illus. 
net. 

Eaton, W. P. 
Swamp. 1913. 

Hill, G. B. The young farmer. 
3884p. illus. Penn $1 net. 

Kelland, C. B. Mark Tidd. 1913. 316p. 
illus. Harper $1 net. 

Mason, A. B. Tom Strong, boy-captain. 
1913. 318p. illus. maps. Holt $1.25 
net. 

Smith, E. B. The railroad book. 1913. 
28p. illus. Houghton $1.65 net. 

Wilson, J. F. Tad Sheldon’s Fourth of 
July. 1913. 245p. illus. Sturgis $1 
net. 


Boy scouts of the Dismal 


3804p. Wilde $1. 
1913. 





